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What has the ultrasound scan shown?

The ultrasound scan you have had today has not shown a pregnancy in your uterus (womb). This is 
despite your pregnancy test being positive.

Why would this happen?

There are a number of possible reasons for this:

• The pregnancy may not be as far developed as expected from the date of your last period and 
is too small to be seen.

• You may have already miscarried.

• The pregnancy may not be inside your uterus but nearby, such as in the fallopian tube. This is 
called an ectopic pregnancy. If this continues to grow it may cause problems with pain and 
bleeding; these problems can occasionally be serious.

• Sometimes the pregnancy is so small and cannot be found inside or outside your womb by 
ultrasound. This is known as a pregnancy of unknown location (PUL).

It is therefore very important to identify what is happening with your pregnancy and also the site of 
the pregnancy.

What will happen next?

Sometimes it is difficult to tell the difference between an early pregnancy, an ectopic pregnancy or a 
PUL. If you are well, then we will take blood tests approximately 48 hours apart to look at what is 
happening to your pregnancy blood (serum) hormone level. This is called a Beta HCG test. Ultrasound 
scans can also help, but an operation, called a laparoscopy may be necessary so the fallopian tubes 
can be looked at closely.

How long does it take to find out what is happening?

It may take a few days or sometimes longer to establish what is happening, using blood tests and 
ultrasound scans. You may be asked to wait at the hospital for the results and this could take most 
of the day. Every effort will be made to make your stay in hospital as short as possible.

If you are allowed home, you should return immediately if you have any heavy bleeding or severe 
pelvic pain.
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It is also very important that you come back to the hospital when an appointment has been made for 
you, so that we can monitor your blood BhCG levels and ensure that you remain well.

Who can I contact if I have any questions?

If you need any further information, please do not hesitate to contact:

• Gynaecology Ward G1:  0114 226 8225
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