
PROUD TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
SHEFFIELD TEACHING HOSPITALS NHS FOUNDATION TRUST

Sheffield Hand Centre 
Intravenous Antibiotic 
Outpatient Service

Information for patients
The Sheffield Hand Centre



page 2 of 4

Introduction

Antibiotics are used to fight against infections caused by bacteria. 
Antibiotics can be given by tablet or injections into a vein (intravenous). 
When an infection is serious we often use injections as this is a powerful 
way to treat the problem. Intravenous antibiotics can be given safely as 
an out-patient.

Your doctor has identified that your infection can be treated as an 
out-patient. This will mean a daily visit to the Hand Centre for review 
with a clinician and to receive intravenous antibiotics. These visits will 
happen in the mornings. A cannula will be put into a vein to administer 
the antibiotic and the infected area will be assessed. The cannula will be 
removed before you return home. It is very important that you attend 
on a daily basis until the intravenous antibiotics are no longer required 
and tablets can be given instead. If you are not able to attend daily for 
any reason it is important to tell staff before the treatment starts.
 

What happens if I feel unwell?

Please contact us in the Hand Centre if you have any concerns. Some 
things to look out for are:

• Increased redness, pain and swelling at the infection site; 
especially tracking up the forearm

• Fever (temperature above 38ºC)
• Rash
• Diarrhoea
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Contact numbers:

Hand Centre:

• 0114 305 2358
Monday to Friday, 7.00am - 7.30pm
Saturday, 7.00am - 3.00pm

Outside of these hours call The Surgical Assessment Centre on:

• 0114 271 5201
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