
PROUD TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
SHEFFIELD TEACHING HOSPITALS NHS FOUNDATION TRUST

COVID protected areas for 
patients receiving cancer 
treatment

Information for patients
Weston Park Cancer Centre



page 2 of 8

Some people with cancer may be more vulnerable to becoming 
seriously unwell if they develop COVID-19 infection. It is possible that 
this risk may be increased due to the treatment they are receiving. Your 
consultant will discuss these risks with you before you commence your 
cancer treatment.  

We are working to develop our services to reduce the potential for 
exposure to COVID-19 when you attend the hospital for treatment. 
Some of the ways in which we are doing this are described below. Many 
of these have been put in place for some months, for example keeping 
2 metres apart for social distancing.

One of the new developments we are bringing in is swabbing patients 
and staff for COVID-19 (even when they have no symptoms). This has 
already been introduced for our staff who provide care for patients 
receiving cancer treatment. It is also being carried out for patients who 
attend radiotherapy, the chemotherapy unit or the wards for their 
cancer treatment.

We recognise this may be challenging, but it is an important part of our 
response to the pandemic. 
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What are you doing to provide a safer treatment 
space?

We are:

 

 

• Swabbing our staff weekly                
• Swabbing patients before they have 

cancer treatment   

 

 

 

 

• Maintaining social distancing 
measures  

 

 

 

 

• Increasing hand washing facilities

 Keep your
distance
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Visiting restrictions are in place throughout the hospital. Visitors are not 
allowed on the Day Case Unit, Radiotherapy Department, Outpatient 
areas and the areas on the wards where we provide cancer treatment. 

To further reduce the number of people attending the hospital we will 
be carrying out more appointments over the phone or by video. If you 
are receiving a phone consultation, please remember to check the 
identification of anyone who contacts you.
 

 

You can help us by following the latest Government guidelines 
at all times:

 

• Wearing face coverings and personal 
protective equipment (PPE) in all our 
departments. We expect all staff and 
patients to wear a face mask unless 
exempt

 

 

• Keep 2 metres apart as much as you 
can.

• Avoid crowded spaces.

 
2 meters
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If you have any questions about this please ask one of our health 
professionals. 

Information about swabbing

How often will I be asked to carry out a COVID-19 swab?

If you are receiving radiotherapy, you will be asked to carry out a swab 
prior to your first visit to the department, if possible, and then each 
week during your course of treatment.

If you are receiving anti-cancer therapy on the day case unit or the ward, 
you will be asked to complete a swab before each treatment. If 
COVID-19 swabbing is recommended for the treatment you are 
receiving, your doctor or nurse will discuss this with you. 

 

• Wash your hands regularly and avoid 
touching your face         

 

 

• Avoid contained spaces with others.
• When indoors, let fresh air circulate 

when the weather allows.

 

• Avoid being face to face with people 
outside your household. If you must, 
keep it brief.

XX
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How do I perform my swab test?

Please refer to the patient information leaflet that is included in your 
swab pack. It provides an easy and simple guide to performing the swab 
test. It is important that you follow the instructions carefully.  

Please make sure you do the test on the day you have been asked to by 
the team at the hospital. If you have not completed the test it may mean 
your treatment is delayed.

Where do I drop off my swab test?

If you are having anti-cancer therapy or radiotherapy treatment you will 
have been given a swab test pack in person or by post that will tell you 
where you can drop your test off. If your appointment is at one of the 
local District General Hospitals, or they are closer to you than where you 
are having treatment, you can take your swabs to the places below. 
They will send the swabs to Sheffield for analysis.  Your swab pack will 
have a sticker on it saying it should be returned to Sheffield. This sticker 
is for the attention of our transport team.

The drop off locations are below. If you need a map or instructions on 
how to find this location please ask one of the nurses:

• Barnsley: Pathology Directorate, 1st Floor, Orange Zone
• Chesterfield: Phlebotomy reception, follow signs from main 

entrance
• Doncaster: Pathology specimen reception entrance via A&E
• Rotherham: Pathology reception, Level A                         
• Sheffield: Weston Park Cancer Centre main reception
• Sheffield Northern General Hospital: Laboratory Medicine 

Centre
• Sheffield Royal Hallamshire Hospital: Main reception, B Floor

Please take your swab to a drop off point as early in the morning 
as possible so it reaches the laboratory for testing in time. 
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If you live outside of the South Yorkshire / North Derbyshire area, for 
example you travel in from Manchester or Liverpool, it may be possible 
for you to organise your swab through your GP. Please talk to your 
specialist nurse, doctor or chemotherapy nurse about how to arrange 
your swab.

What happens next?

If your test result is positive for COVID-19 someone will call / contact you 
directly and instruct you what to do.

If you do not receive any communication about the test, please attend 
for your treatment as planned.
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