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What is clinical photography?

Your doctor has asked us to take some photographs 
to help monitor and record your treatment and how 
you are progressing. This kind of photograph is called 
a clinical photograph.

What makes clinical photographs different 
from normal photographs?

Clinical photography is the taking of specialised 
photographs. The photographs are taken in a 
consistent and scientifically precise way using a 
system of standard views and magnifications.  Once 
taken, they will provide your doctor with a precise and 
standardised record of your condition.

Will anyone besides my doctor use these 
photographs?

Clinical photographs are part of your medical notes 
and are therefore confidential. This means that we 
cannot take any photographs without first having 
permission (consent) from you. So that we have some 
record of your having given your permission, we will 
ask you to sign a consent form.
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Your photographs can be seen and used only by 
professional healthcare staff in the course of their 
work.

However, because this is a teaching hospital, you may 
also be asked to give us permission for your 
photographs to be used for:

• Teaching medical students about your condition
• Helping research into your condition
• Illustrating text books for teaching other doctors 

and students about your condition

You do not have to give us this permission and if you 
choose not to, your decision will not affect your care 
in any way.

Who will photograph me?

The Trust employs a number of photographers all of 
whom have been specially trained to take clinical 
photographs. Our photographers are professionals 
who carry out their work with discretion and 
confidentiality.
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Where will the photographs be taken?

Clinical photography is usually done in the privacy of 
the hospital photographic studio. However, if for any 
reason you are unable to come to the department or 
there is a reason for having the photograph taken 
elsewhere the photographers will come to you. 
Usually this is on the ward or at the clinic you are 
attending.

Do I need to do anything to prepare for the 
photographs?

If you need to do anything to prepare for the 
photographers your photographer will let you know. 
You may be asked to remove clothing, and or 
jewellery this is because wearing them can make it 
difficult to take the precise and standardised 
photographs we need to take.

Please note:

If we need you to remove clothing for the photograph 
and the photographer taking the pictures is of the 
opposite sex, then we will arrange for a chaperone to 
be with you at all times.
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How long will it take to have the pictures 
taken?

Exactly how long it takes to have the pictures taken 
depends on what your doctor has asked us to 
photograph. However, we always aim to get the 
photographs done within 30 minutes of your arrival at 
the studio. Very occasionally you may have to wait 
longer. This is usually because the photographer is 
with another patient.

Inpatients will be seen by the photographer at an 
appropriate time within 24 hours of the request being 
made in accordance with ward routines.
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What if I need more information?

If you have any questions concerns or worries about 
having your photograph taken, please talk to your 
photographer or call:

• 0114 271 4262 (Royal Hallamshire)
• 0114 226 8627 (Northern General)

Alternatively you can talk to your doctor about any 
concerns you may have.



PD7291-PIL538LP v7 Issue Date: March 2023. Review Date: March 2026

Alternative formats can be provided on request. Please call 
the department on your appointment letter or email: 
sth.alternativeformats@nhs.net 
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